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8 I N and DAN GE R 
O Noh Te 
PUBLICK SERVICE, Sc. 
e ELIGIOUS Worſhip is a Debt 


Sz» Which is naturally due from us to Al- 
R Bo mighty God, as the Author of our Be- 
Sen ing, and the Fountain of all our Happi- 
e nets: This is a Truth that is univerially 
_own'd d by all Mankind, thoſe only excepted (if there 
can be any ſuch) that fooliſhly imagine there is no 
God; or, that are ſo inſenſibly ſtupid, or ſo inumanly 
: proud, and monſtrouſly ungrateful as to take no 
Notice of him, in whom they live, and moye, and 
have their Being. 1 
The Heathen World was indeed groſly miſtaken, 
with Regard to the Object of their religious Wor- 
ſhip, and the Manner of performing it; God, in 
his heavy Diſpleaſure permitting this, "as a Juſt 
Punithment for their ſinning againſt natural Conſci- 
ence, and their diſregarding thoſe Diſcoveries that 
God hath made of himſelf to all Mankind, by the 
Frame and Government of the World: Honoe' it was, 
that they worſhipped, not only the Ghoſts of dead 
Men, and thoſe, many Times, the vileſt and worſt 
of Men; but the Fowls of the Air, and the Beaſtrof 
the Field, and the meaneſt of Inſeas: Hence it was 
that they made 2 Gods of Wood and a 
3 that 


D 


* 


that could neither ſee, nor hear, nor taſte, nor ſmell ; 
Nay, hence it was, that they worſhipped the Devil 
himſelf, under Images of ſach hideous Forms and 
Shapes, as are frightiui to behold, And, as they were 
thus miſcrably deluded in the Object of theirWorſhip, 
ſo were they likewiſe in the Manner of it: The My- 
ſteries of their Religion were fill'd with Lewdneſs and 
Debauchery ; Their Sacrifices were barbarous and 
cruel: They offer'd up their Sons and their Daughters 
unto Devils, and made them paſs through the Fire to 
Moloch: But, in this, they unanimouſly agreed, 
and this was the conſtant PraQtice of them all, to 
pay ſome religions Worſhip, ſuitable to their Noti- 
ons or Apprehenſions of the God they worſhipped, 
How careful then ſhould we Chriſtians be of this great 
Duty? How mindful of worſhiping the Lord our 
God: 7 We, that know the only true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom he hath ſent: we that have the Na- 
ture, and Will of God, plainly revealed to us in the 
holy Scriptures, written by the Inſpiration and Di- 
eben of his holy Spirit, how inexcuſable ſhall we 
appear? And what dreadful Vengeance may we not 
juſtly look for? Even the moſt diſmal Effects of 
God's fiery Wrath and Indignation; if, when we 
know Gad, we glorify him not, as God, nor worſhip i 
him in Spirit and in Truth; if we do not ac k now- 
ledge his diyine Perſections, depend upon his Provi- 
dence, and reſign up ourſelyes entirely to his holy 
Will and Pleaſure; if we do not delight in his Laws, 
fear his diſpleaſure, truſt in his Mercy, love him 
with all our Hearts and Minds, and in every Thing, 
by Prayer and Supplication, with Thankſgiving, let 
our Requeſts be made known unto him: But eſpe- 
cially, if we do not love the Habitation of his Houſe, 
the Place where his Honour dwelleth; if we do not 
keep his Sabbaths and reverence his Sanctuary, and 


Fegularly join with hig Miniſters there! in bis n, 
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1 
of Prayer, at the ſtated Times for publick Devotion, 
in acknowledging and confeſſing our Offences unto 
him, in giving him Thanks for the great Bleſſings 
we daily receive at his Hands, in ſetting forth his 
moſt worthy Praiſe, in hearing his moſt holy Word, 
and in asking of him thoſe Things which are requi- 
ſite and neceſſary, as well for our Bodies as our Souls: 
This is the moſt effectual Way to give unto the 
Lord the Glory due unto his Name, to ad vance the 
Honour of God, and the Credit of Religion; and ac- 
cordingly this is a Duty that is earneſtly preſs'd upon 
us in holy Scripture, and recommended to us, by 
the general, and conſtant Practice of the beſt, and 
wiſeſt of Men, in all Ages of the Church. And tho! 
indeed, the bare out ward Performance of this Duty, 
tho' the bare frequenting the publick Worſhip of 
— Almighty God is no jnfallible Demonſtration of a 
true Chriſtian, ſince it is poſſible for us to draw near 
to him with our Lips, and to worſhip him with our 
Bodies, when our Hearts are far from him; yet, on 
the other Hand, the wilful, cauſeleſs neglecting of 
this great and neceſſary Duty, is a ſure and certain 
Proof of the contrary: And thoſe who continue thus, 
without any juſt Impediment, to abſent themſelves 
from the Cong regation of Chriſt's faithful Servants, 
aſſembled together for Divine Service, do, but too 
plainly, declare to the World, that they have no 
true Fear of God, nor Senſe of Religion upon their 
Minds, This, perhaps, will be thought a ſevere Cen- 
ſure by ſuch deluded People; but, I cannot but 
hope, they themſelves will own it to be Juſt and 
True; if they will but give themſelves Time calm- 
| ly and ſeriouſly to conſider the plain Arguments let 
forth in this little Treatiſe ; the Deſign whereof is 
to conyince them of their Sin and Danger, and to 
_ perſuade them, with the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, 
$o fles from the Wrath to come, by repenting FE | 


(6.3 ? 
of their paſt Omiſſions of this their boundes Duty, 
and returning, fincerely, and without delay, to the 
regular Practice of it; that ſo, by thus approving 
themſclves true and ſound Members of Chriſt'sChurch 
Militant, here on Earth, they may, through his Me- 
rits and Mediation, at laſt, become happy Members 
of his triumphant Church in Heaven. Now, that 


it is the indiſpenſable Duty of every Chriſtian 


to frequent our Aſſemblies for religious Worſhip, 


will very evidently appear, if we conſider. 


Firſt, That we were all made and ſent into this 
World, on Purpoſe to advance God's Honour and 
Glory: This is the great End of the Creation; this 


the End of all Religion; and, conſequently, this 1s 


the moſt important Duty, and the moſt weighty 
Buſineſs of our Lives: And as we appear to be more 


or leſs concern'd for the Honour of our God, ſo does 


he appear to be more or leſs concern'd for the Hap- 
pineis of us, his People: For them that honour him 


he will honour, but he ſcorneth the Scorners; and 


they that deſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteem'd. It 
is our Duty, therefore, to have a Regard to God's 


Honour and Glory, in all our Converſation here upon 
Earth; And whether we eat or drink, or whatever 
Doe ab, to do all to the Glory of God: 1 Cor. x. 31. 
But, we do then, in a more eſpecial Manner, ad- 


vance his Glory, when we aſſemble and meet to- 
gether for religions Worſhip; For in his Temple doth 


every Man ſpeak of his Honour + pl. xxix. 8. It is 
there that we adore his divine Perfections, and tell 


of all his wondrous Works: It is there that we pub- 


lickly own him to be our God, openly acknowledge 


our Dependance upon him, and bind ourſelves by 
new and ſolemn Engagements, to continue his obe- 


dient and faithful Servants: It is there that we pro- 
feſs Chriſt in the Face of the World, and ſhew forth 
his Salvation from Day to Day, with viſible and de- 


cent 
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TT 
cent Solemnities: It is there that we adyance the 
Credit of Religion, by our mutual Conſent and 
Agreement in holy Offices: It is there that we let 
our Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee 
our good Works, and glorify our Father which is 
in Heaven: In a Word, it is there, in the Temple, 
or Place ſet apart ſor religious Worſhip, that God's 
Honour dwelleth; and therefore we are commanded 
to worſhip him there in the Beauty of Holineſs, that 
ſo we may give unto the Lord the Glory due unto his 
Name. pſ. xxix. 2. Accordingly God hath appointed 
his Miniſters to attend continually upon this yery 
Thing; and that his People alſo may be ready, duly 
to attend their Miniſtrations, he hath ſet apart one 
Day in the Week for his own immediate S-rvice ; 
wherein we are all required to diſengage our Hearts 
and Hands from our wordly Employments, and to 
attend the holy Con vocations that are held upon 
that Day in every Pariſh, to the Praiſe and Glory of 
God's holy Name. And if we run over the whole 
Hiſtory of the Church, from it's firſt Planting, to 
our own Times, we ſhall find, that the true and 
faithful Servants of Chriſt ever made ſo highAccount 
of this Duty, that they did not think themſelves 
excuſed from it in Times of Perſecution, by the 
 DangerofImpriſonment, Confiſcation of their Goods, 
or even of Death itſelf. Shall not then that noble 
Army of Martyrs and Confeſſors, who preferr'd the 
Practice of this Duty of aſſembling themſel ves toge- 
ther, for the ſolema Worſhip and Service of God, 
before their Peace and Safety, before their Goods 
and Poſſeſſions, yea, before their very Lives, riſe 
up in Judgment with the Men of this Generation, 
and condemn them? Who, having all Encourage- 
ment from the Civil Power, to the due and conſtant. 
Performance of this Duty, are tempted by any light 
Occaſions, to neglect it. How highly then does it 
. concern 


' Heaven and Earth are 
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eoncern all thoſe, that are guilty of this Negle& 
ſeriouſly to conſider what they are doing ? And, 
they can think it a ſmall Crime, to diſobey the Com- 
mands of their lawful Governors, both in Church and 
State; if they can think it a ſmall Crime to diſregard 
the Examples of the beſt and wiſeſt of Men, in all 
Ages of the Church; yet, ſurely they cannot think 
it a ſmall Crime to difown their Maker, to renounce 
| his Authority and Dominion over them, to rob God 
of his Honour, of which he is eyer jealous; to deny 
| him that Tribute of Homage and Service which is 


naturally due unto him, as the Author of their 


Being, and Fountain of all their Happineſs. If they 


eontinue thus to defpife the great God of Heaven 
and Earth, they . expect 8 find him, at laſt, a 
conſuming Fire, that will deyour them, and deſtroy 

them for ever; for, alas! where can they hope to 


ſecure themlelyes from the Vengeance of God? or, 
what will they do, when the Lord ſhall viſit them! ? 
when he ſhall ſpeak unto them in his Wrath, and vex 


them in his fore Difpleaſure, when he ſhall riſe ap 
in the fierceneſs of his Anger, to vindicate his own 
HFonour, to glorify himſelf in the utter Deſtruction 


of ſach daring Sinners, as are not afraid to affront, in 
' this outragious Manner, that great God, who is 1 
ious in Holineſs, jo arful in Praiſes, doing Wonder 
Exod. xv. 11. That great C 

bleſſed Inhabitants of Heaven vid their Faces, uy 
_ caſt their Crowns before his Throne, as being ſen 
dle of their gieat Unworthineſs, while they conti- 
nually ſing, holy, holy, 5 0 Lori God of Sabhath + 
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Aal, That it is thi Duty of evety Chtiffian to 
S frequent our Aſſemblies for religious Worſhip, will 
further appear if we conſider, 24ly, That we ark 


| : commanded in holy Seripture, to w—o the Lord Ly 1 5 


„ before whoth the 
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God with all our Heart, and Mind, with all our 
Soul, and Strength; and this is call'd, by our Savi- 
dur himſelf, the firſt, and great Commandment : 

And indeed, unleſs we do this, unleſs we thus love 
God, above all the World, we cannot do any one 
* hing to pleaſe him, or to obtain his Favour. 
Love is that holy Incenſe that perfumes all our Ser- 
vices, and makes them acceptable in God's Sight. 
But now, with what Face can thoſe People pretend 


thus to love God, who refuſe to fulfil his Command- 
ments, and to hearken to the Voice of his Words; 


How can they love God who hate his Company? 

who take no Delight in converſing with him in his 
holy Ordinances, in Prayers and Sacraments, and 
hearing his holy Word? This is the neareſt Coaver- 
{ation we can ever have with God, while we live 
in this World: And, if we delight thus to draw 

nigh to him, he will youchſafe to draw nigh ta us, 
and to make us glad with the Joy of his Counte- 


nance: He will make all his Gocdnei paſs beſore 
us, give us ſuch a lively raviſhing Senſe of his loy- 


ing Kindneſs and tender Mercy, as will conſtrain us 


to love the Habitation of his Houſe, and to defire 
as earneſtly to converſe with him there, in his holy 
| Ordinances, as the Hart panteth after the Water- 


brooks; and to eſteem one Day, in his Courts, bet- 


ter than a thouſand elſewhere employ'd. Bar now, 
if we ſlight theſe Bleſſings of his gracious P. reſence, 
and have no deſire to behold the fair Beauty of the 


Lord, and to viſit his Temple, and yet at the ſame 


Time, pretend to love him with all our Hearts, our 
Hearts muſt need give us the lie; for we arc really 
Haters of the Lord : And when that terrible Day is 


come, in which all the Haters of the Lord ſ2all be 
found Liars, we ſhall be baniſh'd for ever ſrom his 
gracious Preſence, and expos'd to the dreadful . El- 


fects of his exctlaſting Vengeance. 
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zaly, The Neceſlity of this Duty will yet further 
appear, if we conſider, Thirdly, that, by refuſing to 
join, in our public k Aſfemblies, for religious Wor- 
| ſhip, we cut ourſelves off from the Congregation of 
_ Chriſt's Flock, deprive ourſelves of the ineſtimable 
Bleſſings of Chriſtianity, and deliver ourſelves over 
unto Satan; a Puniſhment, which, by the Primitive 
Church, was inflicted upon none, but great and no- 
torious Sinners: 1 Coy. v. 5. We are no longer Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Militant Church on Earth, nor ſhall 
ever be admitted Members of his triumphant Church 
in Heaven; For Chriſt is only the Saviour of the Body: 
Ephel. 23. And that Body is the arts or the So- 
ciety of faithful Chriſtians, i. 22, 2 But we can- 
not approve ourſelves Members of tat Society; we 
cannot approve ourſelves Members of the Church, 
the myſtical Body of Chriſt, unlets we frequent her 
publick Worſhip; unleſs we communicate with her 
in the outward Offices, and Duties of Religion; and, 


therefore, it is recorded of the firſt Converts to 


Chriſtianity, as their diſtinguiſhing Mark and Cha- 


racter, That they continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles 
Do#rine and Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread 


and Qin Prayers: Acts ii. 42. If then we would not for- 

feit our Title to all the Privileges of our Chriſtian 

8 if we would not deprive ourſelves of all 
2 Bleſſings of the Goſpel, and all the Purchaſe of 


5 Blood; if we would not loſe the Benefit of 
all the Means of Grace and Salvation, and all our 


Intereſt in the Merits and Interceſſion of our ever 


| bleſſed Redeemer, we muſt make it appear, that we 


hold Communion with the Church, the myſtical _ 


Body of Chriſt, by duly frequenting her publick 


Wormip; and ſo ſhall we approve ourſelves true 
and living Members of Chriſt our Life and Head, 
the Childien of God, and Heirs of the Kingdom of 


| AE we ſhall enjoy the Benefit of all God's holy 
| Ordinances; - 
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Ordinances; the Benefit of publick Prayer, even of 
the publick Prayers of all God's People throughout 
the World; the Benefit of the holy Sacraments, the 
Signs and Seals of God's heavenly Grace; the Bene- 
fit of the engrafted Word, which is able to ſave our 
Souls: We ſhall obtain the ſanctify ing Gifts and 


Graces of God's holy Spirit, to incline and enable us 


to perform our Duty, and to work out our own 
Salvation. Thus, when the Diſciples of our Lord 
were aſſembled together for religious Worſhip, that 


eminent Promiſe of the Comforter was fulfill'd, hy 
the miraculous Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 


Form of fiery Tongues : Acts ii. 1. And, tho thole 
miraculousGifts are now ceaſed in theChurch, there 


being no further Occaſion for them, after that the 


Chriſtian Church was ſufficiently planted and cor- 


firm'd; yet, the renewing and ſanctifying Graces of 
the holy Spirit are ſtill diſpens'd in a plentiful Man- 


ner, to the true Worſhipers of God, in our publick 
Aſſemblies, and there ordinarily is the Ground- work 
of true Faith firſt laid: Faith cometh by Heariny, 
and Hearing by the lord of God: Rom. x. 17. And 
of how great Power and Efficacy the united Pray- 


ers of Chriſt's faithful Servants, thus aſſembled te- 
_ gether, arc, in procuring thoſe divine Virtues and 


Graces, which are the proper Fruits and Gifts of the 
Spirit, we may learn from St. Matt. xviii. 19, /f 
two of vou ſhall agree on Farth, as touching any 


Thing that they ſhall ask, it ſhall be done for the 


of my Father which is in Heaven: For where two or 
| three are gathered together in my Name, there am I 
in the mid} of them. Our bleſſed Lord, ſoreſeeing 
that the Love of many would wax cold, and thar, 
as many who had profeſs'd themſclves his Diſciples, 
and Followers, went back and walked no more with 
Him: St. John vi. 66. So there would be Multi- 
tudes of ſuch falſe Profeſſors, that would fortake 


2 „„ 


3 

bisChurch, in all the ſucceeding Ages of it; that his 
little Flock, which faithfully adher'd to him, might 
never be diſcouraged from the Smallneſs of their 
Number, to aſſemble themſelves together in his 
Name, he makes this gracious Promiſe to two or 
three, the leaſt Number that could ſo meet toge- 
ther. Let us then hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 
Faith without wavering, for he is faithful that pro- 

miſed ; and if we deſire thoſe ſanctify ing Gifts of 
the holy Spirit, without which we can do nothing 
which is good, nor move one Step towards Heaven. 
Let us not forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves to- 
gether, but wait for the loving Kindneſs of God, 
in the Midſt of his Temple: Let us Wait chere, 
with Patience and Conſtancy, like the poor impo- 
tent Man, at the Pool of Betheſda, for the moving 
of the Waters. that ſo all the inward Maladies, and 
Diſtemperz of our Hearts, may be healed: Let us 
wait there till the South Wind blow upon our 
Garden, that the Spices thereof may flow out, till 
the Beloved of our Souls comes into his Garden, and 
eats his pleaſant Fruit. Cant. iv. 16. And, cer- 
tainly, none that underſtand the true Value of thoſe 
Bleſſings, which the holy Spirit there divideth and 
diſtributeth ſeverally, as he willeth, can be content 
to lo e their Share of them. I mall now conſider 
more particularly, the ſeveral Parts of the excellent 
Service of our Church, in order to make it ſtill more 

evident, that it is really a very deſirable Privilege, 
as well as a moſt important Duty, to frequent the 
ſame. The ſeveral Parts then, of which the pub- 
lick Service of our Church does confiſt, are fully, 
and clearly reckon'd up in the Exhortation, that 
moſt incomparable Introduction to divine Worſhip, 
plac'd in the Beginning of Morning and Evening 
Service; where we may find them reduc'd to the 


t Particulars: Ful, The 1 
PD of. 


N 9 


3 
of our Sins to God Almighty, and the begging his 
gracious Pardon. Now, however black, and dif- 
mal an Exerciſe this may appear to ſome, to retire 
into their own Breaſts, and tee how their Accounts 
ſtand betwixt God and themſelves, yet the humble 
Penitent finds this the only ſovercign Method, of 
healing, thoroughly, all the inward Maladies and 
Diſtempers of his Soul; of eaſing, and removing 
that moſt unſupportableT orment,thePangsofaguilty | 
Conſcience, and reſtoring him to perfect Peace and 
Tranquility of Mind. This, then, is oneInſtance of that 
great Happineſs, which every Chriſtian enjoys, that 


duly, and conſtantly attends the pulick Service of 


our Church; if he draws near to the Throne of 
God's heavenly Grace, and, with a pure Heart, and 


Humble Voice, Joins with his Miniſter, in that ge- 


neral Confeſſion, ſet down in our Common-Prayer 


Books, at the Be eginning of Morning and Evening 


Service; if he, there, conſelles, with Shame, and 
Sorrow, that he hach left undone thoſe Things 


which he ought to have done; and done thoſe. 


Things which he ought not yi have done; and begs 


of God to have Mercy upon him, according to his 
Promiſes, in Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. If he hum- 


bly implores the divine Aſſiſtance, to enable him, 
hereaſter, to lead a godly, righteous, and ſober 
Life ; reſolving, at the ſame Time, to uſe his own 
beſt Endeavours for that Purpoſe; then will our gra- 


cious God, who deſireth not the Death of a Sinner, 
but rather that he may turn from his Wickedneſs 
and live, pardon, and abſolve, him from all his Sins, 
| how many, and great ſoever they be: Accordingly, 
he hath given Power and Commandment to his Mi- 
niſter, to pronounce his gracious Pardon, to ever) 


ſuch humble Penitent; to declare in his Name, That 

he pardoneth, and abſolveth, all thoſe that truly 

Fopent, and Valea belieye and holy ”"— 
| An 
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And this Pardon, thus pronounc'd by God's Miniſter, 


and by God's Appointment, 1s as powerful, and ef- 
fectual, to every ſincere Penitent, and true Believer, 
as if an Angel was ſent from Heaven, on Purpoſe 
to reveal it to him: This is evident, and plain, from 
thoſe Words of our Saviour: St. John xx. 23. Whoſe- 
foeverSins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and 
wwhoſeſoeverSims ye retain, they are retamed: This Au- 
thority our bleſſed Lord aud Saviour gave to his 
Apoſtles; and as he promiſed to be with them al- 
way, even unto the End of the Worid, tho' they 
were but mortal Men, he muſt be ſuppos'd to give 
this Authority likewiſe to their Succeſſors, the Bi- 

ſhopz, it being equally neceſfary in all the ſucceed- 


ing Ages of the Church; and thoſe Biſhops, as Suc- 


ceſſors, to the Apoſtles, communicate this Autho- 
Tity to the ſecond Order of Miniſters, at their Ordi- 
nation. And now, this, by the Way, may convince 
all thoſe of their Sin, and Folly, who come not to 
Church at the Beginning of divine Service; and ſo, 
by not joining in the general Confeſſion, loſe their 
Part in the Abſolution that follows it; and thereby 
deprive their Souls of a Bleſſing, infinitely greater 
than all this World can beſtow upon them. 
Secondly, Another End, or Part of divine Service, 
is, to lay open our Wants before our almighty and 


moſt merciful Father; to make our humble Appli- 


cation to him, for a Supply of ſuch good Things, 
as his infinite Wiſdom knows convenient for us, 


with Reſpe& to this, and a future Life. And none 


ſure, who believe and hope for Heaven, and eternal 
Happineſs, can complain of this, as an hard or diffi- 
cult Exerciſe, only with an hearty Earneſtneſs and 
Sincerity, to beg of God, for the Sake of his =y 


| begotten Son, who hath purchas'd and prepar'd thoſe 


heavenly Manſions, ſafely to conduct them thither, 
by ſuch Methods, as ſeem beſt to his infinite jd 
— dom 
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dom and Goodneſs, Nay, none, one would think, 
who own an Almighty over-ruling Providence here 
below, which, notwithſtanding the Plots and De- 
ſigns, laid and carried on by yain Men, orders and 
diſpoſes of all Things: None, I lay, one would 
think, who conſider this, ſhould be back ward in 
begging, through the ſame all-powerful Mediator, 
Protection from thoſe Dangers and Difficulties, they 
are eyery Moment obnoxious to, and Deliverance 
from thoſe they lie under; with the Continuance of 
that Eaſe, Pleaſure and Proſperity, they at preſent 
enjoy; and the Supply of what they want. Was 
every Chriſtian aſſur d, that they mould certainly 
obtain Riches and Honour, and every Thing elſe, 
which this World accounts pleaſant and deſirable, 
only by joining heartily in the Pray ers of the Church, 5 
I believe our Churches would be better fill d than 
they uſually are: But, what Aſſurance would you 
have of this, O, ye of little Faith ? Does not cur 
Lord himſelf aſſure you in his Goſpel, that if two of 
you ſhall agree on Earth, as touching any Thing 
that they ſhall ask, it ſhall be done for them, of his 
Father which is in Heaven? You may, therelore, p 
obtain all this, as fat as God ſees fit; that is, as far 
as is really the beſt and moſt convenient for YOu. 
Nay, you may obtain what is infinitely more, and 
better than all this, by joining heartily in the Pray- 
ers of the Church; you may obtain thereby the 
Gifts and Graces of God's holy Spirit, and a ſure 
Right and Title to the Kingdom of Heaven. And 
now this, which muſt be granted by all, to be 2 
moſt eaſy and happy Employment, this, I ſay, makes 
fo great a Part of divine Worſhip, as to give Deno- 
mination to the whole, thus frequently expreſs'd by 
publick Prayers: And, if we duly conſiderme Na- 

ture of Prayer, and the Greatneſs of that God, who 
Is the Obe of it, we muſt certainly allow it to be 


a very 
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a very great Happineſs, that we have a beautiful 


and excellent Liturgy compil'd for that Purpoſe, by 
the beſt and wiſeſt of Men; whereby we are the 
better ſecur'd from being raſh with our Mouths, and 
letting our Hearts be haſty to utter, before the 
tremendous Majeſty of Heaven, any Thing that is 
trifling, improper, or indecent ; and the better en- 
abled to raiſe, and keep up in our Souls, thoſe holy 
Affections of Fear, Love, Gratitude, Truſt, Reſig- 


nation, and the like, which conſtitute the true ſpi- 
ritual Worſhip of God. | 


zdly. Another Part of divine Worſhip is, to ren- 


der and aſcribe-all Honour, Praife, and Thankſgiv- 


ing, to God, for his infinite Glories and Perfections, 
manifeſt in the Creation, Preſervation, and Redemp- 


tion of the World; and for all his Mercies, and Fa- 
yours beſtow'd on us in particular: And now, this 


is the Employment of Cherubims and Seraphins, the 


higheſt Rank and Order of Angels; who, with all 


the Heavenly Hoſt, are evermore praſing God, and 


ſaying, holy, holy, holy, Lord God'of Hoſts; and 
ſhall not we! Duſt and Aſhes, efteem it an high Fa- 
vour and Privilege that we are allow'd to join with 
this heavenly Choir, in ſo noble and worthy an Em- 
But baſely and ungratefully draw back 
and murmur, and repine, againſt God himſelf, for 
requiring this of us; and at his Miniſters for preſſing 


ployment ? 


andurging us to it. Now, that this is not only great, 


and glorious, in itſelf, but full of the higheſt De- 


light, and Pleaſure, appears in that, thoſe glorious 


. Spirits reap their chief Happineſs, which is as full, 
and compleat, as their Natures will allow of, from 


this bleſſed Employment; and that it might be ſo 
to us, is plain, aa, inaſmuch as Truth itſelf is fo 


very agreeable, and acceptable to our Minds; and, 


therefore, the poſſeſſing our Minds with a deep 


Senſe of the Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God, 


who 
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Hho i is the Fountain of all Truth; muſt be 10 too; 

Eſpecially if we conſider him, at the ſame Time, 45 
our great Benefactor, who bears us the moſt entire 
Love, and Good-will; and then for the exerting of 
our Minds i in Expreſſions of Gratitude, and teſtify- 
ing our  Thankfulneſs, for the Benefits received from 
him; this is ſo agreeable, . and natural to us, that 
N lothing can be more; If fills our Souls as with Mar- 


fond and Fatneſs : a pf. Ixiii. 8 Our Minds are then 
entertain'd with the pleaſing 


ontemplation of thoſe 
Favours we acknowledge, and of the Kindneſs of 


kpc in beſtowing of them; which, as it makes u 


1p. 

reat Part of the Happineſs of the Angels and 
Si nts in Heaven, fo it is the beſt Heaven we can 

enjoy on Earth. What I have here obſery'd of thoſe 


delightful Duties of Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, may, 


in a more eſpecial Manner, be apply'd to the holy 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 


very properly 
call'd the Euchariſt, as being a thankful Commemo- 


ration of the - finite Love of our dear Redcemer z 


and the Means appointed by him himſelf of convey- 


ing to us, and a faithful Pledge to aſſure us of thoſe 


great Bleſſings of Pardon, Grace, and Salvation, 


which he purchas'd for us, at the Price of his own 


| moſt precious Blood; it makes us Partakers of the 
| Merits of Chriſt crucified, and unites us to Chriſt, 


rais'd from the Dead, and glorify'd: And, turely, 


if any Man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


will not praiſe him for his Goodnels, and declare the 
Wonders that he hath done for the Children of Men; 
by a worthy Performance of this moſt advantageous 


and delightful Duty, he muſt be in a Condition, not. 
to be mention'd without Dread and Horror he mt 


be a moſt miſerable, accurſed Creature; he muſt be 


Ana hema, Maranatha : 1. Cor. xvi. 22. 


4thly, The fourth, and laſt End, of our coming 


to Church, is to get Information of our Duty, w hat 
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it is that God requires of us: And this is to be done 
by giving diligent Attention to the Word of God, 
read, and explained to us, and that, with full Pur- 
poſe, and Reſolution, to apply, and practice thoſe 
Inſtructions, and Directions, we meet with there: 
And this now, did we perform the fore-mention'd 
Parts of this Duty, with a right Femper and Diſ- 
run] of Mind, this would be as pleaſant, and de- 
lightful, to us, as it is to a poor condemn'd Priſoner, 
to liſten, and attend to Directions given him, for 
avoiding thoſe Puniſhments, he is ſentenc'd to un- 
dergo. Thus we ſee, what rare Entertainment we 
may meet with in the Houſe of God, if we do not 
fooliſhly, and careleſly, deprive ourſelves of it. Let 
thoſe, then, that flight this Entertainment, that 
wilfully turn their Backs upon God's Service, and 
ſorſake the aſſembling of themſelves together in his 
Houle of Prayer; let them conſider how great an 
Injury they do to themſelves, as well as Diſhonour 
to Almighty God; that, in forſaking his Service, 
they forſake their own mercies, and fin againſt their 
own Souls; that they deprive themſelves of that 
heavenly Manna, that Food of Angels, which ra- 
viſhes the Hearts of all good People, and fills them 
with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory ; that they 
cut themſelves off from the Grace of God, and ſo 
will never be able to withſtand Temptations, but 
will continually grow worſe and worſe, till they 
fall into the Pit of Deſtruction: Let them, therefore, 
reſolve forthwith to ariſe, and go to their heavenly 
Father; to give unto the Lord the Glory due unto 
his Name, by worſhiping him in the Beauty of 

Holineſs : And, if they thus ſhew themſelves ready, 
and willing, to return to their Duty, God will give 
them the Power and Will to perform it acceptably, _ 

through Jeſus Chriſt: If they humble themſelves 
greatly before him, in the Aſſemblies of his People, 
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and with melting Eyes, and bleeding Hearts, beg 


his Pardon, as for all their other Sins, and Offences, 


ſo in particular, for their great Folly, and Perverſe- 


neſs, in leaving undone thoſe Things, which, by 
all the Ties of Daty, Intereſt, and Gratitude, they 
ought to have done; then will our almighty and 
moſt merciful Father have Compaſſion on them, for, 

as his Majeſty is, ſo is his Mercy; he will pardon, 

and deliver them from all their Sins, thro' the Me- 
rits, and Interceſſion of our bleſſed Redeemer; and, 

If they are but careful to wipe off the Scandal of 
their former Negligence, by giving all Diligence to 
make their Calling, and Election ſure, he will con- 
firm, and ſtrengthen them in all Goodneſs, with 


the renewing, and ſanctifying Graces of his holy 


Spirit; and, in the bleſſed Paths, of Truth, and 


Holineſs, dat them ſafe to his everlaſting King- 


dom: Only let them ever be mindful of this im- 
portant Tiuth, that their Zeal, for the public 
Worſhip, and Service of God, muſt bear a due Pro- 

portion to the Greatneſs of the Bleſſings that are, 
there, conferr'd upon them. And this, indeed, is a 


8 Trath that deſerves to be well conſider'd by every 
_ Chriſtian ; for, as our Happineſs i is very great, when 


we per form this Duty in Humility, and Sincerity, 
as I hope, I have already proved, and as all muſt 
acknowledge, whoſe Hearts are right towards God, 


and who worſhip him in Spirit, and in Truth, fo 
wie cannot expreſs too great a Leal for this Duty. 
Our Zeal, for God's publick Worſhip, ought to be 


as boundleſs as God himſelf, who is the Object of 
our Worſhip, and Adoration ; and we can never ar- 
rive at that Height of Zeal, for God's Service, but 


we ſhall till find Reaſon be our riſing higher: But. 5 


however, every Man, that values the Favour of 
God, and his own eternal Welfare, muſt have ſo 


much Zeal, for God's publick Worthip, as will 


D 2 | make 
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make him prefer that before any worldly Buſineſs, 
or Intereſts; fo that whenever theſe come in Com- 
petition, and claſh with his Duty, when he canno 
attend them, and divine Service, at the ſame Time, 
the latter is to be preferr'd, excepting only in Caſes 
of abſolute, and unavoidable Neceſſity; or, in Caſes 
of great Charity, and Mercy: For, might any be 
allow'd to plead Throng of Buſineſs, as an Excuſe 
for omitting this Duty, much more might holy Da- 
vid, who had the Weight, and Care of a great 
Kingdom, continually preſſing upon him; and yet, 
in pf. cxxii. 1. we find him ſpeaking thus, I was 
glad when they ſaid unto me, let us go into the Houſe 
"of the Lord: And, if we conſider the Time when he 
wrote that Pſalm, which was either at his firſt ſet- 
tling at . ws upon his taking it from the 76e 
buſates, or at his return thither, after his Baniſnment, 
occaſion'd by the unnatural Rebellion of his Son Ab 
ſalum we cannot but ſuppoſe him, upon either of 
theſe Occaſions, buſily em ploy d; either in eſtabliſp- 
ing his Kingdoms as at the firſt, or reforming and 
ſettling Things right again, upon his return; and 
yet, in the multitude of his Thoughts, beſtow'd on 
theſe, ſo great and important Affairs; he no ſooner 
recives the firſt Impreſſion of his Subjects good In- 
clinations, to go np to worſhip God, in his Sanctu- 
ary, but all theſe worldly Thoughts and Cares va- 
niſh immediately, as the Stars at the Appearance of 
the Sun; and his pious Soul was ſo entirely taken 
up with the Proſpect of that Pleaſure, and Delight, 
he was then going to enjoy, in the Service of his 
God, as to leave no Room for ſuch meanThoughts, 


as thoſe were, which concern'd his carthly Kingdom; 


and in that divine Rapture, he penn'd the above- 
mention'd Pſalm, extolling the Glory, and Honour, 
which redounded even to Jeruſalem, upon its being 
pred on, for the Place where this heayenly Exer- 
Lu ie dt e 148 VTV ciſe 


Etviſtian Afſemblies, by his holy Spirit; as our Sar 
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cite was to be perform'd: Nor was this any ſudden 
Franſport, auy unuſual extraordinary Fit of Deyo- 
tion, but the conſtant Frame and Temper of his 
Mind ; as is plain, in that, upon all Occaſions, he 
diſcovers the ſame, throughont the Book of Pfalms; 


as where he ſpeaks thus, As the Hart panteth a ter 


the ater-Brools, ſo panteth mv Soul after thee, O 
God! My Soul thiriteth for God, for the living God, 


when ſhall I come and appear before God: pl. xlii. 


I, 2. And again, pl. Ixxxiv. 1, 2. How amiable are 
th by Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts My Soul longeth, 


ea, even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord; my 
Heart and my Ft cryeth out for the living God: 


And again, Verſe 10. One Day in thy Courts is bet- 
ter than a thouſand; I had rather be a Door-Keeper 
in the Hauſe of my God, than to dwell in the Tents 
of Wickedneſs. And now, this great Example, one 


would think, ſhould be ſufficient to confront that 
_ careleſs Unconcernedneſs, that Coldneſs, and Indif- 


ferency, which the People of this Age are too apt to 
diſcover, with Regard to the publick Worſhip of 


God: For as the Nature and Will of God is now 
more perfectly reveal'd, by Jeſus Chriſt whom he 
hath ſent; ſo the Worſhip if God, under the Goſpel, 
is far ore perfect, than 1 Was under the Law. God 


was then Worſhipped i in Types, and Shadows, but 
now in Spirit and in Truth. The Offerings, that were 


then made to him, were dead Bulls and Goats, but 


thoſe that are now made to him, by us Chriſtians, 
are ourſelyes, our own Hearts and Lives: The In- 
cenſe that we now burn, is that of fervent Prayer, and 


the Duty of Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, is the con- 


Rant Sacrifice that God now requires af our Hands: 


And if God was pleas'd to dwell in the Fewiſb Ta- 


þernacle, and Temple, by his glorious Preſence over 
the Mercy-Seat; fo is he pleas'd to dwell in our 
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3 
viour himſelf aſſures us, in the Place before cited, 
Where two or three are gathered together in my 
Name, there am I in the Miaſt of them. If, there- 
fore, holy David was ſo zealous for the Service of 
God, requir'd by the Law of Moſes, which was but 
a carnal Ordinance, and had only a Shadow of good 
Things to come, with what affectionate Zeal ſhould 
we exprels our grateful Senſe, of the mighty Favour 
wie Chriſtians enjoy, of worſhipping God according 
to the Truth of the Goſpel, and with ſuch ſpiritual 
Sacrifices, as are jectptible to him by Jeſus Chriſt; 


1 Pet. 11. 5. Certainly, the ſame Zeal, for the pub- 1 8 


lick Worſhip of God, which David ſo often expreſſes, 
is a Duty incumbent upon all Chriſtians, a neceſſary 


Condition of their Acceptance with God: And 1 


ſhall now endeavour to prove it to be ſo from theſe 
three following Particulars: 
Firſt, From the Reaſonableneſs and Equity of it; 
24%, From the very End, and Deſign of Religion; 
and, 3dly, From thoſe Declarations of holy Scripture, 
* hich prove this to be our Duty: Firſt, then, this 
Leal for God's publick Service is a very reaſonable 
Duty; it is Nothing but what we muſt own, and 


7 acknowledge, highly agreeable to that Notion we 


have of God” s Perfections to exact of us: Nay, it is 
Nothing but what we ourſelves, in like Circum- 
ſtances, do expect from each other. I have already 

made it appear, from a brief Survey of what we are 
to do at Church, that our Employment there, is ſo 


ſuited and adapted to our rational Nature, as to en- 


tertain all its Powers with the moſt delightful, {a- 
tisfactory Pleaſure: Is it not, therefore, highly rea- 


ſonable for us, if not out of our own Intereſt, yet in 


deference to him, who hath been graciouſly pleas'd 
to make ſuch Proviſion for our Happineſs, to accept 


it with all imaginable Zeal, and Thankfulneſs? For, 
to make the Caſe our own; If any of us, out of an 


entire ; 
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entire Love, and Affection to our Friends, mould 
ſpare neither Coſt, nor Pains, to provide the greateſt 
Dainties, and Delicacies to entertain them withal, 
and they ſhould ſlight, and neglect our Invitation; 
or, immediately before they come, fill themſel ves 
with courſe Fare, or mean Traſh, ſo as to have no 
Appetite, nor Reliſh for what was 'prepar'd, with to 
much Care; ſhould we not think ourſelyes ill re- 
quited for our Kindneſs? This, then, is the Caſe here; 
our gracions Lord hath provided this heavenly Em- 
ployment, to entertain, and gratify the nobleſt Fa- 
culties of our Mind; and yet we are apt to make 
light of it, to abſent ourſel ves upon any trivial Occa- 
fon; or, if we do come, it is after our Minds have 
been ſo wholly taken up with ſenſual Pleaſures, and 
worldly Projects, as that they are perfectly indiſpos'd 
for ſuch a ſpiritual Exerciſe; and, whilſt we worſhip 
God, with our Lips, our Hearts are far ſrom him. 
2dly, The Conſideration of the very End, and 
Deſign of Religion, will convince us of the N eceſſity 
of having this Zeal for the Worſhip, and Service of 
God, which I have been now deſcribing; for, the 
Deſign of Religion is to oppoſe thoſe Prejudices, 
and Difficulties, Mankind labours under, in this 
imperfect State; for, whereas human Souls, if we 
look upon them, as they are in themſelves, Pore, 
ſpiritual, immaterial Subſtances, are, moſt proper! 7 
and moſt agreeably to their Nature, employ'd in 
the Contemplation of the moſt glorious Truths, and 


1 in the Choice of the moſt deſirable Good; but, the 


ſtrong Inclinations, and Luſtings of the Fleſh againſt 
the Spirit, derived to us from the Fall of our firſt 
Parents, together with the Prejudices of Education, 
our being born Infants, and ſo for many Years, wholly 
goyern'd by the Impreſſions of Senſe, do hugely 
debaſe, and weaken the nobler Faculties of our 
Mind, and incline us to take up with the poor, and 

x mean 


mean Entertainment, we meet with here, from the 
Things of this World, theſe being become familiar 
fo us, rather than ſearch for a more rational, ſatis- 
factory Pleaſure, in the untrodden Paths of Vertue : 
Now, our Souls being thus in Danger, of degene- 
rating from the Rank of wiſe, and rational Beings, 
to ſuch a brutiſh Senſuality, Religion comes into 
our Aſſiſtance, and diſcovers a wonderful Scene of 
Things to employ our Thoughts; preſcribes ſuch 
Rules, and Meaſures, as will not fail to ſet us right, 
if we carefully obſerve them; and then propoſes 
ſuch forcible Motives, and Encouragements, as, 
notwithſtanding the' former Prejudices, give theni 


infinitely the better of Vice: Now, unleſs. theſe 


have ſo long engag'd us in the Practice of Vertue, 
as that our Judgments are fully, and clearly inform'd, 
of the real Worth, and Excellency of thoſe Courſes, 
and our Wills, and Affections ſo far influenced by 
them, as that we can take Pleaſure, and Delight 
therein, Religion hath not yet had its intended 
Effect upon our Minds. FVV 
3aly, What alone might ſatisfy us, of the Ne- 
ceſſity of this zealous Diſpoſition, for the Worſhip 
and Service of Almighty God, are the expreſs Indi- 
cations we have of the divine Will, and Pleaſure, 
concerning this Particular in holy Scripture ; for 
thus, in the Old Teſtament, we find Almighty 
God, by his Prophets, heavily complaining of the 
unworthy Returns of his People the Jews, for all 
the wonderful Deliverances wrought for that Nation; 
in that they grew weary of his Service, and of the ſo- 
lemn Times ſet apart for it, wiſhing the New- Moons, 
and the Sabbaths over, that they might return to 
their wotldly Employments again: He declares, 
therefore, his Reſentment of this, their Behaviour, 
That he loth d, and abhorr'd ſuch forc'd, unwilling 
Services; that a Sacrifice, offer'd with ſuch a 2 
N Ind 
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Mind, was, to him, as the cutting of a Dog's Neck: 
Ita. Ixvi 3. And, in the New Tettament, we und 
our bleſſed Saviour evermore zealous tor the Wor— 
{hip, and Service of God; he made it his Meat, and 
Drink, to do his heavenly Father's Will ; he drove 
the Buyers, and Sellers out of the Temple, the Plice 
of God's Worſhip, with an unuſual Anger, and Re 
ſentaient, overthrowing the Tables of the Money- 
changers, and the Seats of them that fold Doves, 
and diſcharging them from making his Father's Houte 
an Houſe of Merchandize, which was deſign'd for an 
Houſe of Prayer; and this he did with fo much 
Warmth, and Earneſtnels, that it put his Diſciples 
in Mind of that Paſſage, in pf. lxix. 9. The Leal of 
thine Houſe hath eaten me up. And, after our Lord's 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, we find his Apoſtles copying 
after his great Example; St. Luke xxiv. 53. For they 
were continually mtheTemple praiſing, and bleſj1ngGo0% 
The primitive Chriſtians, likewiſe, expreſs'd the ſame 
earneſt Zeal, for the Worſhip, and Service of God; 
it was their diſtinguiſhing Mark, and Character (as I 
obſerv'd above) that they continued ſtedfaftly in the 
Apoſtles Doctrine, and Fellowſhip, and in breaking 
of Bread, and in Prayers: Let us, likewiſe, after 
theſe great Examples, be eyermore zealous for the 
Worſhip, and Service of our God: Let us not de- 
prive ourſelves of the Comfort, and Happinets of our 
Religion here, and of the Benefit of it hereaiter, by 
neglecting, and deſpiſing this great Duty; but eiteem- 
ing it an eminent Favour, and Privilege, to be ad- 
mitted into the {ſpecial Preſence of the Almighty, 
Who hath Heaven for his Throne, and the Earth for 
| his Foot-ſtool; and the greateſt of Bleſſings, even 
Foullneſs of Joy, to partake thereof: Let us give all 
Diligence, to fecure to ourſelves this ineſtimable 
Bleſſing, by ſincerely loving the Habitation of God's 
Houſe, and greatly dclighting to enter into his Gates 
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with Thank*giving, and into his Courts with Praiſe; 
{o ſhall we advance the Honour of our God, and he 
will promote the Happineſs of us, his People; he will 
tend us Help from the Sanctuary, and ſtrengthen us 
out of Zion; we ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with 
the Fatneſs of his Houſe ; and he will make us drink 
of the River of his Pleaſures. I ſhall now conſider. 
the common Pretences, which the Deſpiſers of God's 
publick Worſhip are wont to alledge in their own 
Excule, for neglecting ſo great and neceſſary a Duty; 
and ſhall endeavour to expoſe the Weakneis of them. 
I/, And the firſt that I ſhall mention is taken from 
the ill Lives of ſome that do frequent God's Houle 
and Service: Ask ſome of theſe Abſenters from the 
Church, why they to ſeldom appear in it, and they 
will tell you they think it in vain to come, ſince 
they ſee many that do come there, altogether as 
bad as themſelves. I muſt confets this is a fad Ob- 
jection, and heartily wiſh it was well conſider'd by 
all that give Occaſion for it; they might then ſee 
_ themſelves in woeful Circumſtances, and could not 
ſurely think themſelves any longer fafe, upon the 
Brink of Ruin; for, certain it is, that ſuch as pre- 
tend to honour God with their Lips, while their 
Hearts are far from him, do but mock him, and thereby 
_ Increaſe his Anger; and, by thus giving Offence to 
their Neighbours, by their ſcandalous Lives, while 
they pretend to ſerve, and worſhip God, they in- 
cur that dreadful Woe, denounc'd by our Saviour 
in the Goſpel, againſt that Man by whom the 
_ Offence cometh: St. Matt. xviii. 7. But then, if 
fome do thus lead wicked Lives, while they fre- 
quent God's publick Worſhip, this is no juſt Ex- 
cuſe for others to ſtay away; other Peoples Faults 


will not excuſe our Duty; if they receive no Bene- 


fit from God's Ordinances, the Fault is their own, 
v1. becauſe they abuſe them. Let us but uſe them 
e rightly 
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rightly, and we ſhall find them really become the 
Means of Grace and Salvation to our Souls; let thoſe, 
then, that urge the wicked Lives of ſome that come 
to Church, as an Excuſe for their ſtaying away, 
only conſider this certain Truth, that there is this 
material Difference betwixt thoſe wicked People 
that come to Church, and thoſe that ſtay away, 
that the former Sort may become better, it they will, 
by their conſtantly, and carefully uſing the Means 
of Grace, Almighty God will offer. them Grace to 
amend their Lives, and to ſecure their Salvation; 
but the latter Sort never can become better, it is as 
impoſſible they ſhould, as for a dead Man, by his 
own Strength, to raiſe himſelf to Life again; 
they reject all thoſe Means which God hath ap- 
pointed, whereby to bring them to everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs; and, therefore muſt, of Neceſſity, be loſt, 
and undone for ever. 
 2dly, Some are apt to think themſelves good 
Chriitians, and to hope very well of their eternal 
State, and Condition in the other World, if they 
are but ſober, and temperate in their Lives; ; juſt, 
and honeſt in their Dealings ; and peaceable, and 
quiet amongſt their N cighbours ; tho', at the ſame 
Time, they neither honour God's holy Name, nor 
his Word, nor keep his Sabbaths, nor reverence his 

Sanctuary, but flight his Ordinances, deſpiſe his 
Sacraments, and diſregard the Times, and Places of 
his publick Worſhip; thus contenting themſelves 
with obſerving thoſe Duties that relate to them- 
ſelves, and their Neighbours, but taking no Notice 
of the Duties that are owing to God: But now, that 
ſuch People may no longer depend upon a falſe Se- 
curity, nor ſpeak Peace to their Conſciences, when 
there is no Peace: I would deſire them to conſider, 
that a Man may be ſober, and temperate, for the 
Sake of his Health; aud Ja, and honeſt in his Deal- 
2 ings, 
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ings, in Regard to his Credit, and worldly Intereſt; 

and then there is Nothing of Religion in all this: 
But, if he oblerves theſe Duties, as Duties, or be- 
cauſe God hath commanded them, and from a Prin- 
ciple of Love to him, let him remember, that there 
are Duties owing immediately to God himſelf, which 
muit, by no Means, be neglected. He, that deſires 
to approve himſelf to God, muſt be eſpecially care- 


ful to honour his holy Name, and Word, and to 


walk in all his holy Ordinances, that ſo he may ob- 


tain Grace to keep all his Commandments, and to 


ſerve him truly all the Days of his Life: Thus the 


Gotpel teaches us, to live, not only ſoberly, and 


richtcooſly, but godly too, in this preſent World; 
and, if we neglect this lal-nam'd Branch of our 


Warr, while we obſerve the other two, we make 


ourſclyes Tranſgreſſors of the whole: Tea, if we 


keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one Point c 


are gulli y of all : St. James ii. 10. Becauſe the Au- 


thority of the Law-giver is as truly deſpis'd by the 


breaking any one of his Laws, as by the Violation 
of them all; 


mandment, would, 
- break any of the reſt. 


3dly, Another Sort of theſe Deſpiſers of the pub- | 


lick Scrvice of the Church, are ſuch as ſeem to be 
above Inſtruction; ſuch as are too wiſe to be taught, 


or, at leaſt, think they can improve themſelves bet- 


ter at Home, by reading ſome good Book, than by 
But now, ſuch 


joining in our publick Aſſemblies: 


miſtaken People would do well to conſider, that the 
great End of our religious Aſſemblies is to worſhip 


God, to confeſs our Sins to him, with lowly, peni- 


tent, and obedient Hearts, to render. Thanks for 


the great Benefits which we have received at his 
Hands, to ſet forth his moſt wortby Praiſe, and 


jointly 


and he that will not be reſtrain'd by 
the Authority of God, from breaking one Com- 


under the like Temptation, 
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jointly to ask thoſe Things which are requiſite, and 
neceſſary, both for our Souls, and Bodies, as well 
as to 5 God's holy Word: And when we join, 
with our Chriſtian Brethren, in doing all this, in 
God's own Houte, according to his Command, with 
devout, and faithful Hearts, our bleſſed Lord wall 
come amongſt us, and give us his Bleſſing ; but, if 
we refuſe to do this, we have no Fnconragement to 
hope for any one Bleſſing, promis'd by God, in holy 
Scripture; no, if we really expect God's Bleſſing, 
without which neither the ire n of good Books, 
nor any other religious Performances, can proft us 
any Thing: If, I lay, we really expect Goc.'s 
Ble ſſing, we muſt ſeck it in God's own Way, thit 
is, by doing what he commands, by obſerving, his 
Ordinances, and, conſequently, by frequenting his 
publick Worſhip, whenever he, or his Church, rc- 
quires us ſo to do; and then, indeed, we may juſtly 
hope for his Bleſſing, for thus he promiſes Moſes, 
Exod. xx. 24. In all Places where J record my 


Name, I will come unto thee, aud I will bleſs thee. 
But, whilſt we neglect to join in the publck Ser- 


vice of his Church, as vainly imagining we can em 
ploy ourlel ves better at Home, we are repreſented 
in Scripture, as in a Condition far remov'd from the 


Bleſſing of God, in a Condition moſt diſmal, and 
deplorable in all Reſpects, even in a Condition ap- 


proaching near to the dreadful Doom of Apoſtates, 


which is eternal Death and Miſery. This terrible 


Truth we are taught by the Apoſtle, Hebrews x, 
26, 27. For if we {in wilfully, after that we have 
received the Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth 


u more Sacrifice for Sin; but a certain fearful look= 


7 mg for of Fudement and fiery Indignation, which 
Hall devbur the Adverſaries. Now, if the neglect- 


ing the publick Service of the Church be not the 
very Sin of which the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, de- 


nouncing 


0 

nouncing this dreadful Judgment upon the Perſons 
guilty of it, that there remains no more Sacrifice for 
Sins to ſuch, but a fearful looking for of Judgment; 

It 1s certain, this 1s a Sin which approaches near to 
itz for that cual Particle (for) in the Beginning 
of the 26th v. plainly ; joins it with that which went 
before, and ſhews this fearful Judgment is there de- 
nounc'd as a Motive to engage us to take Care of 
falling into that Sin, againſt which he had caution'd 
us before. And now, the Sin which he cautions 


us againſt, in the foregoing Verſe, is this, of for- 


ſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together; ſo that 
the Perſons guilty of it may juſtly, with Dread, 


and Terror, read theſe frightſul Words, as ſeeing 


themſelves, if not in that deſperatc Eſtate, yet ap- 


proaching near to it. But, to make this more plain, 
and evident, and becauſe this Place of Scripture hath 


perplex'd the Minds of many Chriſtians, who have 


fallen into ſome wilful Sin, after they have been 


once enlighten'd, renew'd, and lanctify'd, by the 
gracious Influence of the holy Spirit, I ſhall here 


beſpeak my Readers Patience, While I endeavour to 


ſhew, what appears to me, to be the true Import, 


or Meaning of it; to Which End it will be neceſſarß 
to premiſe ſomewhat concerning the Scope, or De- 


 fign of this Epiſtle. The Hebrew Converts then, 
(to whom the Apoſtle writes this Epiſtle) lay, at 


that Time, under a ſharp, and ſevere Perſecution, 


inflicted apon them by thoſe unbelieving Jews, 
amongſt whom they liv'd : This Storm had cauſed 


ſome to make Shipwreck of their Faith, by openly 
renouncing his ſacred Name, to whom they had 
given up "themſelves: Others, tho' they had not 
proceeded fo far, as to turn open Apoſtates, had yet 
withdrawn themſelves from the Aſſemblies of their 
Fellow-Chriftians, met together for the ſolemn Wor- 


_ ſhip of God, for Fear af ſuffering knee e 
t ar 
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that Account: The Apoſtle, therefore, ſends this 
Epiſtle, to thoſe who ſtill continued faithful, to ex- 
hort them to hold faſt their Profeſſion to the End, 
making Uſe of two different Sorts of Motives to 
| this Purpoſe : The former, to encourage them pati- 
eently to ſuffer whatever their Adverſaries ihould in- 
flict upon them, for the Name of Chriſt, drawn from 
the Conſideration of the Excellency of the Chriſtian 
Religion, in Reſpect of its Author, the eternal Son 
of God, who came down himſelf from Heaven, to 
ſettle, and eftabliſh it in the World; in Reſpect of 
its Holineſs, and Purity, ſo far beyond the ceremo- 
nial Laws; in Reſpe& of the rich, and precious 
Promiles contained in it, and the like: The latter, 
to deter them from renouncing their Faith, for Fear 
of ſuffering for it, taken from the Conſideration o 

thoſe dreadful Puniſhments to be inflicted on them, 

by the divine Juſtice, if they deſpis'd ſo great Sal- 

vation, as far beyond what the Deſpiſers of Moſes's 

Law were to ſuffer, as the Author, and Founder of 

their Faith was above him: So that the chief Scope, 

or Deſign of this Epiſtle is to warn, and caution the 

Hebrew Chriſtians (to whom it was ſent) to beware 

of two Things: Firſt, of turning Apoſtates, or renoun- 

eing their Faith: Secondly, of deſerting the Profeſſion 

of it, by forſak ing the aſſembling of themſelves toge- 

ther. In Oppoſit ion to the firſtof theſe he exhorts them, 
Verſe 23. Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith 

without wavering; and againſt the latter, he cautions 

4 them, Verſe 25. Not forſaking the aſſembling of our- 

ut ſelves together; and then immediately ſubjoins thoſe 

| terrible Words before-mentioned, to enforce both the 
foregoing Admonitions. By this Sin, therefore, is 

meant, primarily, the Sin of Apoſtacy ; the open 

renouncing the Faith of Chriſt, thro' Fear of ſuffer- 

ing for it; and he, who doth this, renouncing that, 
which he knows to be the only propitiatory Sacri- 
. | nee 


— . 
—— f 
e's fo. 


| 
| + 
! 


fice for Sin, what can remain for him, but a fearful 
looking for of Judgment, and fiery Indignation? 
Since he knows there is none other Name under 
Heaven, given amongſt Men, whereby they may 
be ſa ved, but that Name which he hath renounc'd; 


And ſecondarily, we are to underſtand this, of the 


Sin of forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelyes toge- 
ther, as this is a ſecret, and implicit deſerting of the 
Faith; and, in the Opinion of the Apoſtle, the next 
Degree to it; it being improbable that he, who 
hath already renounc'd the publick Profeſſion of his 
Faith thro' Fear, ſhould be backward to renounce 


his Faith too, if, under ſome ſevere Penalty, he 


ſhould be requir'd to do it; againſt which, there- 


fore, he cautions the Hebrew Chriſtians, under 


fearful Judgments: And if there be any Difference 
betwixt the forſaking the aſſembling of ourſel ves 


together, in Times of Perſecution, and in Times of 


Peace, and Liberty, the latter muſt be moſt inex- 
cuſable, where the publick Worſhip of God is neg- 
lected without any ſuch Temptations, from Fear of 
ſuffering for it. And now, would thoſe, that for- 


ſake our publick Aſſemblies, read over theſe fearful 
Words, and ſeriouſly conſider how nearly they are 
concern'd in them, how near they approach to that 
deſperate, and deplorable Eſtate, deſcrib'd in them, 


they could not, certainly, deceive themtelves with 


the vain Hopes of ſerving God acceptably at Home, 


while they wilfully neglected the publick Service 


of his Church: They would rather make Haſte to 


eſcape his Vengeance, by continuing no longer in 


that Neglect, the Conſequence of which is ſo dan» 
gerous, and deadly. But further, theſe Deſpiſers 


of God's Word, and Worſhip, that T am now ſpeak- 


ing of, commonly go farther, they ſet up for Cri- 


ticks, and take upon them to judge, and cenſure 


their Teachers; and, if they are not ſuch as will 


gratify 


; Ta) 


| gratify their itching Ears with Nowelti or pro- 
pheſy Deceits, and ſpeak Peace to their Confciences 
when there is no Peace. If they have renounc'd all 
enticing Words of Man's Wifdom, and cannot dif- 
; penſe with the popular Ways of infinuating, and 
winding themſelves into Men's Favour, being not 
fo deſirous to pleaſe them, as to do them good: 1 
| ay, if their Teachers be ſuch as theſe, theſe nice 
Judges are pretently offended, and fall away : And, 
indeed, it is no Wonder that the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, in this degenerate, and corrupted Age of the 
Church, ſhould meet with Men of ſuch untractable, 
and cenſorious Spirits, fince cur great Lord and 
Maſter, the Author, and Fountain of Wiſdom, met 
with many ſo conceited of their dun Parts, and 
Knowledge, that they thought themlelyes too wiſe 
to be inſtructed by him: He hath a Devil, and is 
nad (faid the Phariſees) why hear ye him ? St, Tohn 
x. 20. And ſo did his Apoſtles allo, with ſuch De— 
ſpiſers of their Word, and Doctrine, tho' they were 
endow'd with the extraordinary Gi its, and Gr:ces of 
the holy Spirit. The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
(St. Paul himſelf) did not eſcape theſe Cenſurets; 
he informs us of ſome who ſaid, T hat his bodily Pre 
ſence was weak, and his Speech conterptible: 2 Cor. 
X. 10. It cannot, therefore, ſeem ons to the pre- 
ſent Miniſters of God's Word to meet with the like 
Uſage, But now, theſe Deſpiſers of their ſpiritual 
Guides would do well to conſider, that how mean 
ſoever an Opinion they may have entertained of 
them, yet they are the Perſons to whom the imme- 
diate Care, and Conduct of their Souls is committed, 
buy the great Biſhop, and Paſtor of them, Chriſt Jeſus, 
| owning, and e what his chief Miniſters, the 
Biſhops, do: That they have received a true, and 
roars, Commiſſion from Chriſt, to preach the Word: 
That they are inveſted, pig Authority ſrom Above, 
90 
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to become, as it were, the Mouth of the Congrega- 


tion committed to them; to offer up their Prayers, 
Praiſes, and Thankſgivings, to God; to proclaim, 


and publiſh, in the Name of their great Lord and 


Maſter, to all penitent Believers, the Remiſſion, and 
Forgivenels of Sins; to adminiſter the Sacraments to 
thoſe that are rightly diſpos'd to receive them, and, 


in a Word, to perform what other Offices belong to 


their ſacred Function: They would do well allo to 


conſider, that the Power, and Efficacy of the Word, 


and other publick Means of Grace, depends neither 


upon the Knowledge, nor Piety of the Miniſter, but 


proceeds from the free Bounty, and Goodneſs of God 
for, whoever may plant, tis God alone that gives the 


Increaſe, who never with-holds his Bleſſing from 
thoſe who come to his Ordinances, with Hearts duly 
prepar'd, and fitted to receive it. And laſtly, they 


would do well to conſider the ſtrict O bligations they 


lie under to aſſemble themſel ves together, with the 
reſt of their Fellow-Chriſtians, for the ſolemn Wor- 
ſhip, and Service of God; the deſerting of which, as 


I have ſhewed already, can be looked upon as no 
other than the deſerting of their Faith, or, at leaſt, 


the publick Profeſſion of it. Would they but ſeri- 
_ outly conſider the foregoing Particulars, they could 
not but ſee that ſuch vain Pretences as theſe are fo 
far from being a juſt Excuſe, that they are an high 
 Aggravation of their Guilt; for thus, in deſpiſing, and 
cenſuring their Teachers, they deſpiſe not Men, but 
God; and will they be wiſer than him too? They 


deſpiſe not the Perſon, to whom the Care, and Con- 


duct of their Souls are committed, but they deſpiſe 
him that ſent him; and, in deſpiſing him, they de- 
 Thite his heavenly Father alſo: Thus our Lord him- 

ſelf informs us, St. Lukex. 16. He that heareth you, 
 beareth me; and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; 
and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent or 
155 N > 47%, 
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athly, Another common Pretence, which the 
poorer Sort of People are wont to alledge, in Ex- 
cuſe for their neglecting the publick Service of the 
Church, is the Want of Cloaths, they have not 
Cloatlis to appear 1n there, like others of the fame 
Degree, and Rank with themlelves, and therefore 
are aſham'd to come: But this is to far. from being 
a juſt Excuſe, that it is a Prat and evident Demon- 
ſtration, that thoſe who make it, have no true Senſe 


of Religion upon their Minds, nor of the v 'cighty, 


and important Duties they are call'd to perform, in 
the Houſe of God ; for did they confider the infinite 


Majelty of that _— and glorious Being, Who, tho 


) >) 
he fills Heaven, and Earth, as Me Prophet peaks 
of him, Jeremiah: xxiii. 24. yet vcuchlaſes his ſpecial, 
and more immediate Preface, in the Atemolics of 
his faithful People; and did they confider, wherein 


that Worſhip, and Service doth conſiſt, which he 
there expects, and requires from them, it w ronld be im- 
poſſi ble they ſhould be ſo much concern'd about their 


outward Apparel, which can only make them agrec- 
able in the Eyes of the Congregation, their Fellows 
Creatures, Duſt and Aſhes, like ce but can 


no Ways ſerve to render their Perſons „or their Services, 
acceptable in the Sight of God; for Alnighty God 


hath no Regard to the outward Dreſs, but to the in- 
ward Temper, and Ditpoſition of the Heart; he will 


ſhew the {ame Reſpect to the Oblations of an holy, 
and devout Soul, that appears before him, clonthed 
in Rags, as in Pius: It is not the out w. ads dormng 
of the Body, but the inward Ornament of a meek, 
and virtuous, an holy, and pious Spirit, that attracts 


the Fayour of Heaven; and now as our outward Ap- 


parel does no way recommend our Perſons to the 
Grace, and Favour of God; to neither does it contri- 
bute in the leaſt, to the per! orming thote Services 


a71ght which he quires, and expects from us, when 
* 2 We 
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we tread bis Courts. Thus for Inſtance, whatAſfiftance 
can the richeſt Attire afford us, in the confeſſing of 
our Sins to Almighty God, with Hearts full of Sor- 
row, and Contrition, for having offended ſo tender, 
and gracious a Father, with ſtedfaſt Reſolutions of 
Amendment, and with earneſt longing Deſires, to 
be deliver'd from the whole Body of Sin, which is 
the firſt Part of that divine Worſhip, our Church 
direQs us to offer up to God in our public Aſſem- 
blies? The like might be obſerved of all the other 
Parts of it; the very naming of which would be ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew, that they have no Relation to, no 
Dependance upon, our outward Apparel; and there- 
fore ſince the beſt Attire cannot recommend us to 
God, nor fit us for his Service, nor the worſt hinder 
us in the leaſt, from finding Acceptance with him, 
and receiving thoſe ineſtimable Favours, and Bleſſings, : 
which he is ready to beſtow on thoſe who wait upon 
him, in a due Obſeryance of his Ordinances, the 
Want of good Cloaths can be no juſt Excuſe, for 
any Perſon's s abſenting himſelf from the publick Ser- 
vice of the Church; for I would gladly know of that 
Perſon, who makes this a Pretence for his Abſence, 5 
what End he would propoſe to himſelf j in going to 
Church, if he had Cloaths according to his Mind; 
il he fay, his chief End, or Deſign, in going thither, = 
| ſhould then be to pay his bounden Duty of Worſhip, 

and Homage to Almighty God, and to learn his 
will, by hearing his Word read, and explained to 
him I may, and do aſſure him, that all this may 
as well be done, in thoſe poor Rags, he now hath, 
as in any the moſt ſplendid Apparel, tho! as rich as 
ever Solomon, in all his Glory, was array'd with: 
Perſons, cloathed i in vile Raiment, may, perhaps, 

find but cold Reception at great Men's Houſes, may 
be forc'd to keep their Diſtance, to ſtand without 


their Dogss, or it may be without their Gates; but 
they 
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they are allow'd as free an Acceſs to the Houſe of 
God, as the greateſt Men upon Earth; and if their 
Hearts be as holy and heavenly, ſhall be as wel ac- 
cepted of by him, who is King of Kings, and Lord 


of Lords: And this, methinks, is a Conſideration 


ſufficient to ſupport them under that Contempt, and 


Scoru they may ſuffer here; and likewiſe to engage 
them thankfully to embrace all O ppor tunities of ap- 


pearing in his Preſence, who will give them liberally, 


and upbraid them not. And now, to lay open the 
Bottom of this vain Pretence, thoſe Perſons, who, 


notwithſtanding this Encouragement, abſent them- 
ſelves from the Houſe of God, for Want of good 


Cloaths to appear in, plainly declar e, that they are 
not the Servants of God, but of Men; as being 


more deſirous to approve themſelves in the Sight 


of Men (who look only on the Outſide) than in the 


Sight of God, who ſeeth the Heart: Nay, indeed, 
they declare themſelves to be Servants, or Slaves to 


thoſe vile AﬀeRions of Pride, and Vanity: How 


low, or mean ſoe ver, their Condition, and Circum- 


ſtances 3 in the World may be, they t think as well or 
better of themſelves, than many of thoſe who wear 
| better Apparel, and therefore cannot endure to ap- 


pear at Church, in a worſe Garb than they; fo that, 


in ſhort, Pride, and Vanity, Prophanels, and Irreli- 


gion, are at the Bottom of this vain Excuſe, which 


keeps ſo many of the poorer Sort of Perſons from 


the Houle, and Service of God: And this makes it fo 
very hard and difhcult a Matter to reclaim them 


all Admonitions, and Exhortations, to that Purpoſe, 


being in vain, till thoſe vile Affections are, firſt, in 


ſome good Meaſure, rooted out, and ſubdued, which, 
alas! is not eaſily, or ſuddenly, to be done, 


5thly, Another Pretence, which ſome of the Deſ- 
piſers of God s Word, and Worſhi p, are ready to make 


when they are charg'd with the Neglect of fo plain 


and 
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Indiſpoſition that Perſon may labour under, that is 
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and neceſſary a Duty, is the Want of Health; they 
are weak and fickly, and therefore they cannot 
come: This, indeed, is the moſt plaufible Excuſe 
that can be alledg'd by them; for, where it is true, 
it takes off the heavy Guilt of that Sin, of neglecting 
the pablick ervice of the Church, I am now endea- 


vouring to {et forth; that lying only upon thoſe 


who do it wilfully, and without any apparent Ne- 
ceſſity. Where a Perſon, through Sickneſs, or any 


great Bodily Iadifpoſition, cannot go to Church, 
without the anten Hazard of his Life, there, that 


Declaration of 1 God himſelf, cited by our 


Jord: St. Matt. is. 13. I will have 2 crcy, and not 
Sacrib. ee, may be bis ſufficient Warrant to ſtay at 


Home: And if the Hearts of any iuch ſic k or infirm 


Perions do, as they ought, accompany their Fellow- 
_ Chriſtians, to their publick Aſſemblies, I make no 


Queſtion, but, as Members of the ſame Body, they 
partake likewiſe of thoſc Bleſſings of God's Preſence, 
which he has graciouſly promis'd to their united 
Prayers, and Supplications: But becauſe this is ſome- 


times us'd, only as a Colour, or Pretence, to take 
off the publick Shame, and Scandal of this Sin; I 
muſt not pals it by, without preſcribing a plain and 
obvious, but a ſure and certain Sign, whereby to 
diſtinguiſh this from the other, which muſt be al- 
low d a ſufficient Cauſe of any Perſon's Abſence from 


the Houſe, and Service of God, and that is this, if 


the Perſon, who makes this Excuſe, can upon his 


wordly Occaſions, go twice as far, as his Houle is 


from the Church, and ſtay out in the Cold, twice 


as long, as he would be oblig'd to do in the Church, 


this is a plain, and manifeſt T oken, that it is not. 
Sickneſs, but Prophaneſs, Irreligion, and the Want 


of a due Reliſh for ſpiritual Things, that keeps him 
from it: For, as for any real Infirmity, or bodily 


ſo 
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ſo far from being a juſt Excuſe, for his abſenting him- 
ſelf from the publick Service of God, that it ſhould 
rather excite and ſtir him up to take eſpecia Care of 
loſing no Opportunities Of joining therein; ior he 
ought to look upon that VWcaknets, or Inc volt {1t10n, 
Whatever it be, as a Meſſenger tent from Heaven, 
to put him in Mind of his Mortality, and to warn 
him to prepare for his great Change, WHICH le hath 
Reaſon to believe may be drawing near; and there- 
fore ſuch Perſons are, in a more ef ecial Manner, 
oblig'd to ſpend as much of their Time, as 1s poſſi- 
ble, in the publick Worſhip of God, fince che anited 
Prayers, of thole true, 0 faithful Chriſtians there 
allembled together, muſt be far more powertal, and 
prevalent withAlmighty God, than their own ſingle 
Petitions, offer'd up by themlelyes in private: And 
that ſuch Perſons may not be afraid of increaſing 
their IIlneſs he reby, they ought to conſider, what 
many haye iound true, by their own happy Expe- 
rience, that a particular 5 Providence is there, watch- 
ing over People for their Good, and preſerving them 
from ſuffering any bodily Hurt in that Place, where 
their Souls receive their ſpiritual Life, and Strength 
and Nouriſhment; which may be a further Motive 
and Encouragement to ſick Perſons, to let the Church 
be the firſt Place they viſit, upon their going Abroad; 
there to offer up their hearty Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving to Almighty God, for his late Mercies vouch- 
ſafed unto them. 
bthly, Another Pretence, which theſe Dailey of 
the publick Service of the Chutch, are wont to al- 
ledge, in their own Excuſe, is the Want of Time; 
their worldly Buſineſs lies 1 heavy upon them, that 
they cannot ſpare Time for this great Duty; that 
is, they cannot ſpare Time to ſerve him, who is the 
Giver of it; him, to whom they are indebted for 
reer Day, every Hour, and eyery Minute oh their. 
| ives. 
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Lives. Now he, who is thus the Author and Giver 
of their Time, allows them ſix Days in the Week, 


wherein to follow the proper Works of their ſeveral 


Callings; and only reſerves to himſelf the other one, 
to be employ 'd wholly in his Service; and yet theſe 
unreaſonable People think much to ſpate a few Hours 
of that one, for the publick Worſhip, and Service 
of God. Had any of theſe Perſons ſuch kind Land- 


lords, as would freely allow them fix Parts of the 


Eftates they hold of them, and only referve a Seventh 


for their own Uſe, they would not, certainly, be 
ſo unjuſt, or ungrateful, a8 once to think of k eep- 


ing back any Part of that ſmall Portion requir'd from 
them; but honeſtly, and thankfully, pay that to 


the utmoſt Farthing : How is it then, that they are 


not aſham d to deal ſo unjuſtly, and unworthily, by 


the great Lord, and giver of their Time, as not only 
to with-hold ſome part of that ſmall Portion he hath 
reſerved to himſelf, but to rob him of the Whole, 


and to own it too, as all thoſe properly do, who 


make their worldly Buſineſs a Pretence for neglect- 


ing the publick Worſhip, and Service of God. But 


if a Senſe of Juſtice, and Gratitude will not work 


upon theſe Perſons, it may be that of Intereſt will: 


Do thole then, that make this yain Excuſe, believe 


that they have Souls as well as Bodies to take Care 
of, immortal Souls, that muſt live for ever, either 
in a State of everlaſting Happineſs, or everlaſting 
Torments? Certainly, they do not, other wiſe it 
would be impoſſible for them to think much, of be- 


ſtowing ſo ſmall a portion of their Time, in provid- 
ing for the eternal Welfare of them: Are theſe frail 
mortal Bodies of theirs, which they know, e're long, 
muſt be laid in the Grave, and turned to Corruption, 
ſo dear to them, that they can be contented to riſe 
up early, to take their Reſt late, to eat the Bread 


of Carefulneſs, and with anwearied Diligence, 10 
follow 


det of the Body, will further appear 1 if we cotiſitler, 
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follow their worldly Buſineſs all the Week, and all 
this to provide Food, and Raiment for them? And 


are their never dying Souls of ſo ſmall Value, that 


they are unwilling to ſpend one Day in ſeven, nay, 
a few Hours of it, in feeding them with that Bread 


of Life which endureth for ever? But fince theſe 
Petſotis Concern for their Bodies is ſo great; that it 
wholly excludes all Thoughts of making Proviſion 


for their Souls, they would do well to conſider, 


that the Time they beſtow in the publick Worſhip, 


2 and Service of God, will really contribute more to 
the Welfare of their Bodies, than that which they 
ſpend elſewhere in the moſt painful Labour: For, 

- fiſt, this will tecommend their honeſt Endeavours, 


and careful Diligence, in the Works of theit Callings, 


to the Bleſſing of Heaven; will give them a ſure 
| Right, and Title to all thoſe Bleſſings promis'd by 
Almighty God to his faithful, obedient Servants; 
 Deut. xxviii. 3. Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the City, and 


bleſſed ſhalt hag be in the Field; bleſſed ſball be the 


Fruit of thy Body, and the Fruit of thy G end and the 


Fruit of thy Cattle, the Increaſe of thy Kine, aud the 


 Flocks of thy Sheep; "Bleſſed ſhall be thy Baslel, aud thy 
Store; bleſſed [balt thou be when thau comeſt i in, and 
le 2 ſhalt thou be wheithou gueſt out. And now, in 
5 5 of all the ſeveral Work? of their Callings can 
theſe wordly-minded People employ this ſmall Porti- 
on of Time fo much to their temporal, bodily Ad! van- 


vantage, as in the ſincere Worſhip of God, in the Aſ- 


ſemblies of his Servants met at hot for that Pur- 
poſe, which will thus at once recommend ther Per- 


s,.and their Families, their Houſes, and their 
Goods, their Cattle, and their Lands, to the. Protec- 
tion, Care, and Bleſling of the Almighty ? But then 
24h, That the Time fpent in the ſincere, and fairhful 
Forthip of God, contributes moſt to the real H appi- 


kat 
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that tho" theſe frail Bodies of ours are, in Reſpect of 
their preſent Frame and Contexture, mortal, and 
mult ſhortly be laid in the Grave, and turned into 
Duſt, yet they ſhall riſe again at the laſt Day; ſome 
to everlaſting Happineſs, and Glory in the Kingdom 
of Heaven; and ſome to everlaſting Shame, Con- 
tempt, and Miſery, in the bottomleſs Pit of Hell; 


and to which of theſe two different Eſtates they 


thall ariſe, whether to an Happineſs, that is un- 


ſpeakable, a Glory that will ſhine brighter than the | 


Sun in his full Strength; or, to a State of horrible 
Darknets, and moſt exquiſite Miſery, depends, in a 
great Meaſure, upon our careful Ferformance of this 


moſt weighty, and important Duty; and therefore, 


tho' the Perſons I am now ſpeaking of, ſeem to have 
no Notion of their Souls, and to take no Thonght, 
nor Care about them; yet, methinks, for their dear 
Bodies Sake, they ſhould be very willing to beſtow 


their Time in the Service of God, which will ſo 


highly promote both the temporal, and eternal Wel- 
fare of them. Theſe Conſiderations, I hope, will be 


| ſufficient to convince all thoſe of their Sin, and 


Folly, who plead their worldly Buſinefs in Excuſe 


_ for their neglecting the publick Worſhip, and Ser- 
vice of God, and to engage them to have a greater 


Regard to this moſt neceſſary Duty, not only upon 
the Lord's Day, when no worldly Buſineſs is allow'd 
of, but upon all the other Days appointed by our 


Church to be kept holy; to regard them alſo unto 
the Lord, by a faithful Ditcharge of all thoſe Duties 
which, as Members of the Church, they are then fe- 
quir d to perform, by enlarging their private Devo- 


tions at Home, and eſpecially by joining regularly 


in our publick Aſſemblies, for the folemn Worſhip, 
and Service of God; And fince our Church hath 
made Proviſion for God's publick Worſhip, every 
Day, hath appointed Pſalms, and Leſſons, and Pr 


ay- 
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ers to be uſed in the Houſe of God every Morning 
and Evening throughout the Year, that ſo the Chri- 
ſtian Sacrifice of Prayer, and Praiſe may be daily of- 
fer'd by us, as the Burnt-Offerings were by the Jews, 
by God's ownAppointment, and Command; the fame 
Conſiderations ſhould engage us all, where we have 
thoſe bleſſed Opportunities, joyfully, and thankfully 
to embrace them, to make it Part of our Buſineſs 
every Day to attend the publick Service of our 
Church, and at all Times to account this as it really 
is, the moſt weighty, and important Buſineſs of our 

Lives, as it ſo highly tends to the Advancement of 
God's Glory, and to the ſetting forward our own 
everlaſting Salvation. 
It hy, The Badneſs of the Way, or the Foulneſs 
of the Weather, is urg'd by tome of theſe Abſenters 
from the Church, as an Excuſe for their neglecting 
the publick Service of it: The Way, and Weather 
are 5 and therefore they cannot come. But now, 
for the Conviction of ſuch careleſs People, Ineed only 
deſire them to put this Queſtion to their own Con- 
ſciences, whether if the Place of God's public Wor- 
ſhip was turn'd into a Place of Merchandize, the 
Church into a Market-houſe, they would be as great 
Strangers there, as now they are? And then ferioufly 
to conſider, what Grounds they can have to expect, 
that the great Judge of all the World, at the laſt 
Day, ſhould allow that to be a juit xcule for their 
negleCting the publick Worihip, and Service oſ God, 
which (themſelves being Judges) was not thought 
ſufficient to keep them from the Market. A truly 
pious Soul will be ſo far from ſuffering himſelf to be 
detain'd and kept at Home, by ſuch trifling Hinder- 
ancesas theſe, viz. By a bad Day, or dirty Road, that 
he will rather rejoice in them, as affording him ſome | 
ſmall Opportunity of teſtifying his Affection, and 
Zeal for the Service of God: Thus King David de- 
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clares. to Araunah, That he wonld ot ſacrifice to th 
Lord his God, of that which coft him nothing: 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 24. And whoeyer they be, that chearfully, 
and readily expoſe themſelves to ſome Hardſhips, or 


Inconvenjencies, in the Performance of this their 
bounden Duty, ſnall not fail of an ample Recom- 


pence from him, who deſpiſeth not the Day of ſmall 
Things. Theſe are the pretended Excuſes, moſt com- 
monly alledg'd by Abſenters, for their caſting off 

this great Duty, of attending the publick Service of 
our Church; as for thoſe that abſent themſelves, 
through any Diſlike to our Liturgy, or to any of the 
Rites, aud Ceremonies appertaining to it, I meddle 
not with them: TheExcellency and Uſefulneſs of our 
Liturgy hath been ſet forth by abler Pens, and with 
Strength of Argument, abundantly ſufficient to ſa- | 

tisfy all unprejudic'd Minds; as alſo the Expediency 

of all the Rites, and Ceremonies appointed by our 
Church, either as proper Means to excite, and keep 
up our deyout, and. pious Affections (in which the 
Life and Spirit, as it were, of divine Worſhip do con- 


ſiſt) or elſe, as natural outward Signs, and Expreſſions 


of them, without which we cannot join together in 


the publick Worſhip of God. I ſhall only therefore 
obſerye in general, that as no outward Rite, or Ce- 


xemony is abſolutely neceſſary, and eſſential to the 
Worſhipof God, which is not found exprefly enjoin d 


by him in Scripture; ſo, on the other Hand, no ſuch 
Rite, or Ceremony js unlawful or ſinful, that i is, not 
either expreſly forbidden in Scripture, or directly 


_ contrary to that general Rule of the Apoſtle, Let 
al Things be done decently aud in Order: 7 for all 


other Bites and Ceremonies, which are neither en- 


_ Join'd, nor forbidden in Scripture, they afe the pro- 
| per Object qt our Chriſtian Liberty, which gonſiſts, 
pot in any Exemption from them, but in ſuch a right : 
Hotion, and A pprehenſion of their Lawfulnieſs, arid 
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Indifferency in themſelyes, as may make us always 
ready, and willing, to conform ourſelyes to thoſe, 
which are eftabliſh'd by that national Church in 
which we live; and an erroneous Opinion of the Un- 
| lawfulneſs, or Sinfulneſs of any ſuch indifferent, in- 
| nocent Ceremony, intrenches no leſs upon that chri- 
| ſtian Liberty, in which our Lord hath inſtated us, 
than the Opinion of the ſame being neceſſary, and 
eſſential to Religion would; ſor the former deprives 
us of the Liberty we ſhould have, to comply with 
any ſuch Rite, where it is eſtabliſh'd ; and the latter 
of our Liberty to omit it, in other national Churches 
where it doth not obtain. And thus have L endea- 
vour'd to ſet forth, in the cleareſt Light I was able, 
the Sin, and Folly of thoſe unhappy People, who 
wilfylly negle& the publick Service of our Church; 
T have conſider d likewiſe, the Pretences they uſu- 
ally alledge for ſuch Neglect, and expos'd the Weak- 
neſs, and Vanity of them: Pretences I call them, 
| becauſe J cannot think them the real, but the pre- 
tended Cauſes of their Abſence from Church ; the 
true Cauſe thereof being no other (in moſt of them 
at leaſt) than the Infidelity, and Wickedneſs of their 
Hearts; they have no true Faith, nor Reliſh for 
ſpiritual Things; they have no Notion of their con- 
tinual Dependance upon God for Life, and Happi- 
neſs; no true Senſe of theè ineſtimable Bleflings of 
their Redemption, or of thoſe wonderful Methods, 
by which it was accompliſh'd; or elſe they have 
liv'd in a long babitval Courſe of wilful Sins, and 
are aſraid of having thoſe Sins fet before their Eyes, 
of being put in Mind of the Terrors of the Day of 
Judgment, and the Vengeance of e ernal Fire, leſt 
their Conſcience ſhould awake and make them un- 
caſy : They father chooſe to put the evil Day as far 
| from them as they can; and fo go on, like an Ox to 
theSlaughter, without any F car, or Thought, to their 
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own everlaſting Deſtruction. The Lord awaken all 
ach prophane, ſuch preſumptuous Sinners with the 
Thunder of his Power, and by the Terror of his 
Judgments, make them ſenſible of their Sin, and 
Danger, if nothing leſs will do it; that they may 
be glad to make their Peace with their offended God, 
by a timely, and fincere Repentance, and fo eſcape 
the Miſeries of a fad Eternity. But however it ſhall 
pleaſe God to deal with ſuch People, let me admo- 
niſh, and perſuade my Reader, to avoid their Sin, and 
Danger, by joining regularly in our publick Aſſem- 
blies, for the tolema Worſhip, and Service of God, 
and eſteeming this as a very weighty, and important 
Duty: And ſince the Day of Judgment is coming on, 
wherein we muſt all give a ſtrict Account of every 
wilful Omiſſion of this great Duty, and every Omiſſion 
will then be deem'd a wilful one, when we were not 
hindred from coming to Church, by Sickneſs, or by 
ſuch Works of Neceſſity, or Works of Mercy, as 
could, at no other Time, have been perform'd ; let 
us, therefore, repent of our former Omiſſions, and re- 
ſolve to obſerve this great, and important Duty, more 
carefully for the Time to come: And becauſe God 


requires our whole Heart, and abhors the Sacrifices 


of ſuch formal Hy pocrites, as draw near to him only 
with their Lips, while their Hearts are far from him; 
let us, therefore, never content ourſelyes, barely 
with performing the outward Part, the bringing our 
Bodies to Church, as if it was all which is requir'd 
of us; but let us endeavour to bring our Minds to a 
due Frame, and Temper, that ſo we may be able to 
worſhip God in Sincerity, and Truth, by exerting, 
with the greateſt Vigour, and Earneftneſs, thoſe 
Affections which are proper to each Part of divine 
Worſhip: To this End, let us, when we are going 
to Church, remember, that we are going to the Houſe 
of God, to the Place where his Honour dwelleth, 
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to the Place of his peculiar Preſence, and Abode 
where he takes particular Notice in what Condition 
we appear before him, how we have prepar'd our- 
ſelves for his publick Worſhip, and how we behave 
ourſelves therein; and accordingly will reward us 
for the Regard we pay, or puniſh us for the Neg- 
lect we ſhew to his divine Majeſty : Let us, there- 
fore, purge ourſelyes from ati Sin, and Wiekedneſs, 
before we enter thoſe Gates cf Righteouſneſs; for 
Holineſs becometh the Houſe of God for ever; and 
if we regard Iniquity in our Hearts, the Lord will 
not 5 us: Let us baniſh all Hatred and Malice 
out of our Minds, for if we forgive not Men their 
Treſpaſſes, neither will our heavenly Father forgive 
us ours: Let us leave the Pleaſures of the World, 
and the Buſineſs of the World behind us, for we can- 
not ſerve God and Mammon: Let us reſolve to be 
holy in all Manner of Converſation, before we ap- 
pear in the Houle of that righteous God who hateth 
Iniquity; For none ſhall abide in the Tabernacle of 
the Lord, none ſhall dwell in his holy Hill, that is, none 
ſhall be Partakers of his peculiar Grace, and Fayour, 
exhibited there, but they that walk uprightly, and 
work Righteouſneſs, and ſpeak the Truth in their 
Hearts: And when we are in the Houle of God, let 
us behave ourſelves as in his Sight, and Preſence * 
Let us compoſe ourſelyes to a ſerious Frame, and 
Temper, during the Time of divine Service: Let 
us guard our Eyes, and Ears, our Thoughts, and 
Hearts, that Nothing may divert us, Nothing inter- 
rupt us in the Diſcharge of our Duty. In a Word, 
let us endeayour to raiſe, and keep up in our Souls 
all thoſe holy Affections that are proper to each Part 
of divine Service, confeſſing our Sins with an hearty 
Sorrow for, and a full Reſolution to forſakxe them; 
praiſing, and magnifying God's glorious Name, with 
Hearts overflowing with Joy, and Gratitude; heat- 
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ing his holy Word with the utmoſt Reyeretice, arid 
Attention, and asking ſuch Things as we ſtand in 
Need of, with an entire Submiſſion to his holy 
Will, and a full Truſt in his Faithfulneſs, and Mercy, 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. Thus let us worſhip 
God in Spirit, and in Truth; and fo doing, we 
ſhall live in the conſtant Enjoyment of the moſt 
rational Pleaſure here, in the Performance of our 
Duty, and reap the Benefit of it hereafter, eternal 
Bliſs, and Glory, %%% 

Now, to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, and one God, be aſcrib'd, 
as is moſt due, all Praiſe, aud Glory, Might, Majeſty, 
and Dominion, now, and for evermore, Amen. 


